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The State Litrary Extension Commission was croated by the Steto Lesise 
lature in 1929, tut not until 1945 was any money appropriated so thet it 
could function. Its first bionnial budget provided %20,CCO, which hes 
since been incroased to a littlo over $30,C0O = a modoat sum indecd when 
ono considers the big job tho Library Corziission is expected to do. Stae 
tistics show that out of Montara's population of 591,024 persona, twenty 
per cent have no library sorvice on the lecal level, and another thirty- 
six por cont have sub-standard or partetime service. To supply library 
sorvice to this sezment of tho population is the responsibility of tho 
library Commission, yot its budget compares unfavorably with those of 


the lorger citics in the stato: 


City Porulation Anmial_ Ineome 
Great Fells 39,214 $76,924 
Fillings oly ice 58,412 
Eutte Baycol) 27,037 
:dssoula 22,405 28,141 
Helena 17,551 18,333 
Posoman ge 325 16,25C 
Kalispoll 9,737 15,797 


According to statistics available for the 1952-1953 fiscal yoar, expendi- 
tures for yublic library sorvice in Montana totalled $479,495, or °.&1 per 
capita. This is far bolow tho Ancrican Litrary Association's stardard of 
$1.50 per carita for minimm or limited Tey, €2,00 per capita for 
roasonably good servico, end $3.CO per cepite for curcrior service. 


From the beginning, the State Library Extonsion Commission's chief cone 


corn has boon to tuild up a collection of books to circulate throufnout the 


state, supplementing tho litrery resources oF schools and public liivarios 
end bringine direct cervice to inéividutis in those arece whore no loccal 
library service is availatle. Our yolicy has Leon to £11] the book necés 
of NMontena citizens to the test of our aliiity and rescurees es srocdily as 
possiples tut with our small staff it becemes inereasingly difficult to main-= 
tain our record of ;rompt sorvice. Althoucn tho Comission has had insuffi- 
cier.t fundo to errvy on an cffeetivo publicity prorran, domards for ite 
services show a steady increase each year, ard patrons exrress their 
eppreciation in enthusiastic terms. Each book sent out is serected to 
fit the individual need of the borrower. 
Pooks are skipped by mail in packoges of one to fifty bocks, with no 
liritation as to number. Loans to schools ond libraries are rade for 
threes months, to individuals for one month, with no cost to tho bervover 
excont return postage, It is difficult to nrescnt a truo picture of the 
Cormission's book circulation. Although schools ard litreries are one 
courared to record circulation on the book cards, only a feu co so. Pesed 
on tho mamber of Looks sent out from headcuarters, ylus the records kept 
by a small proportion of borrowers, circulation figures for the 1951-1953 
{ 

tiemmiun total 81,07. Renewals are not included in thece cireuievion 
records. The special postal rates for ehiprent of Looks to and fron libe 
raries nakess "Pooks by Mail" service very reasoreble. Tho Commission hores 
that the rqvision of postal retes now under consideration in Congress will not 
affect the! book rate. 

! TheState Library Extension Commission is grateful to Montane State 

Inbvoreity for providing froo offico space in the litrary building. It is 

indebted ' to the Montane State Univorsity litrary, tho Missoula Futlic lite 


avy y ond other libraries in tho state ard in the Northwest for concrous 


: ; 
\ 


interlibrery loen rriviloges, which have made it nessible to surly almost 
every book requested ty Montsra citizens. Fivo hurdred intcrlibeary loans 

woro nogotiated during the 1952-1953 fiscal year. Cur thanks also to tho 
Extonsion Sorvico ard other staff me-bers at Montana State Colles. for thoir 
coororetion in rromoting the Rurcl Reading Program which was inougnurated in 
Cctober 1952. Tho excollent annotated booldiscts ard tho "Lot's Look At® 
column in the MCLTARA FARER-STCCHK AN are invaluable publicity. 

During tho bierniun, tho Sccretary vicited libraries in Virrinia City, 
Sula, Darby, Steversville, Butte, Visdom, Poresan, Laurel, Coluzbus, Circle, 
Forsyth, Glendive, Terry, Pillings, Nardir} Kalispell, Whit fish, Great Falis, 
Havre, Chinook, Fort Eonton, Chester; atterded Montana State Livrery Association 
mootines in Sidney (1952 and Missovla (1953); Pacific Northwest Litrary 
Association conferences in Victoria, F.C. (1652) ond Sun Valley, Idaho (1°53); 
fmericean Library /ssociation conferences in Now York (1°52) and Los Angeles 
(2953); tho Workshop Tour of Larger Units of Library Jervice in Urrer New 
York State; the 1€53 Home Demonstration Council end County Extonsion Conference 
in Posoman3; tho Stcoto Reading Counce4] in Nelera (1951). Five moetires of the 
State Library Ixtensien Commission were held during the 1951-1053 bicnrivn, 
ono in conjunction with tho annual meeting of the state Litrery /issociation 


in Missoule. 


Transy ortation Subsistence Rates). 

Ellen Torgrinson $ 362.38 8 1447.91 § 609.19 
Kathleen Carpbell 114.46 113.47 227 53 
Marraret Fulmer : £6210 
Mes. leo C. Graybild BOR 
Mes. John B. Fraser £238 
Mes. Isatel Cettier b2e55 

Firoresol Rerort 1651-1953 

1951-1952 1652-1653 Palance 

643-1 Salery of Secrotery ogee 92 3 Sey eee $ so 
2 Salery of ‘ssistants a UG pane 271.23 


3 Looks 3,983.51 4,016.27 oh 


CL3—/ Clerical setae @ 191.76 8 501.00 5 3.02 
6 Travel Gijao? boa e0D 312.58 
i aieitese 26! ere 229 37 ben SO) 
8 Furniture & Equipment 5C0.C0 ©.c0o 
© Offiedieurr lies ee enso ASO 25 105.CO <2 


It wes necessary to eek the 1653 Lecisloture for surrlemontal approrcria]= 
tienes: $152.12 to cover F.E.R.S. payments; F291 for en Iirdustrical Accidext 
Peard for tho previous year which hod been sutmitted lates 2105.6C for Office 
Supplies ard Exporse. 4A net telarco of (330.55 was turned back to the General 
Fund. This is ro indication that the arprrcrriation was larger then necessary. 
The belance in the salarics fund ves due to the fact that ono stoff member could 
work only half time. The talaneo in the travel wos due to the fact that 
pressure of work et headquarters mode it impossible for the Secretcry to 
carry on the customary field work, jointing up the need for a Field Assistant. 

The State Litrsry Extension Comission is composed of throe renbers 
appointed by the Governor for threo year terms, the Stato Superintendent 

of iublie Instruction, and the Litrarian of Mcntera State University, vho 


e 


eesignated es chairman ypointive momters of the Cormission cro: irs. 


i 


loo C. Graybill, Great Fells; Mrs. R. L. Ewing, Glesgous Mrs. J. F. iast, 
Eozeran. Kathleen Ca:pboll, chairman, and Mary i. Cordon are the ex-officio 
members. Former Comciseion morbers hove included: rs. Norman Ackley, the 
lato Mrs. W. T. Forham, Mrs. R. C. Dillavou, hargerot Fulmer, Irs. D. Co 
Warren, rs. Fator Sattler, emi Mrs. John E, Frases. 

The necdq EEE staff consists of Ellen Torrrimson, Cecrotary; Isatel 
Copian and Mrs. Florena I, Viral (Half time), Assistants; cand sevorel part- 


time clericel workers. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Ellen Torgrimcor, Secretary 


